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Moishe House Annual Report: A Behind the Screens Look at 2020



For Moishe House, last year quickly became a master class on 
young adults’ enduring commitment to creatively building Jewish 
community around the world.

2020 was full of the stories of Moishe House and Moishe Pod 
residents, Moishe House Without Walls (MHWOW) hosts, Jewish 
educators, and staff members pivoting and redefining what exactly 
“community” could look like. New traditions, new methods and new 
bonds developed, and in many ways our global network never felt 
more connected, even when people in all corners of the world were 
primarily staying home. 

I had the honor of spending the past year feeling inspired by the 
dedication of the emerging leaders in our network who continued to 
build community and understood the importance of connections for 
their peers.

We realize that overall we were lucky, and that the reality of the 
pandemic and economic crisis created hardships and heartbreak for 
so many. We hope that seeing some of our favorite memories from 
the year and impact made by our community builders can provide 
some light and inspiration as we look forward to the future. Thank 
you for playing a role at Moishe House during this historic year and 
for helping us reimagine what is possible.

David Cygielman
FOUNDER & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

In the midst of a global pandemic  
in 2020, tens of thousands of 

Moishe House staff, community 
builders and participants around  

the world created and participated 

in spaces for their Judaism, to learn, 
to listen, to find joy, to connect 

with each other, to give back, and 
continued to build community. 

30+ 
countries

engaged

58,782 
unique young  

adults 

7,347  
virtual and  

in-person programs 
 in

Annual Impact:



Our new reality and 
lack of togetherness in 
a physical space only 

increased the demand for 
meaningful Jewish learning 

opportunities in 2020.
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MH community builders 
hosted

2,800+ 
Jewish Learning  

& Holiday Programs

A Shabbat-themed 
Instagram live 

series hosted by 
different residents 
around the world.

A live series spotlighting community 
members sharing new approaches  

to celebrating Hanukkah.

MH Paris-Republique Selichot Service

MH pursued virtual experiences 
featuring communities and community 

builders around the world.

Spain Rome Cape Town



With so many people suddenly 
feeling so alone, creating spaces 

to listen and share was more 
important than ever in 2020. 

Throughout the year, the  
voices of Jewish leaders  

were elevated worldwide.
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Spaces
to 

LISTEN

An anti-racism conversation with  
4 Black MH community builders and alumni.

A weekly series featuring 36 Moishe House 
residents from 11 countries sharing their unique 

perspectives and experiences on the ground 
throughout various stages of the pandemic.

 

MH Twin Cities and MH Rome 
Racial Injustice Discussion

MH Montreal Canadian
Jews of Colour Gathering



A matchmaking event  

for Jewish singles

Camp Nai Nai Nai pivoted and provided virtual immersive 

experiences known as Expeditions engaging over

 2,800+ participants

As the world shut down, 
MH staff created unique 

virtual experiences, merging 
immersive and virtual 

elements to get people away 
from just sitting behind their 

screens and meaningfully 
connected to others  

around the world.
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A series of  

Tikkun Olam-based challenges

The world’s largest  
virtual global color war

holiday celebrations took 

on new life as immersive live 

comedy zoom experiences

an interactive, dating-themed  

Tu B’Av variety show

DIY  Project & Repurposing
Friendly Neighbor

Winning Team!



For the first time in  
Moishe House’s history,  

MH residents and MHWOW 
hosts were invited to a 

Global Training Conference, 
albeit virtually.
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SPACES 
to connect with 

A GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY

Houses collaborated 

virtually across 

geographic boundaries, 

bringing greater 

connection and 

awareness for  

MH's global  

Jewish community.

 400+ 
MH residents and MHWOW hosts

    28      50+
      countries        peer- and staff-led  

                    learning sessions

Global Shavuot

latin american houses

buenos aires, argentina

Mexico city, mexico

montevideo, uruguay

porto alegro, brazil

rio de janeiro, brazil

santiago, chile

sAo paulo, brazil
~

virtual gathering



Moishe House leaders knew 
that one of the best ways 

they could foster connections 
was to participate and 

engage others in tikkun olam, 
repairing the world. 
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MH leaders, participants, and 
 alumni came together to  
participate in our annual,  

peer-driven fundraising campaign:

$91,000 
raised through 

1,270 
unique donations

(primarily Jewish young adults)

27 
countries

MHWOW Host Jeremy Levin

cleaning the parks MH Boston-Kendall Square

JewBer Food Delivery

MH Odessa 
Groceries for the Elderly

We are especially appreciative to our 
community builders this year who worked 

professionally on the frontlines, balancing both 
community and personal needs. Some include: 

We were honored to plug into, support 
and in some cases benefit directly from 
the following crisis-related large-scale 

efforts in the Jewish community.

Provided support and 
resources to mobilize 

Jewish young adults in 
100,000 acts of meaningful 

service and learning 
throughout the pandemic.

Pledge to Protect raised funds for and accessed 
large quantities of PPE for frontline workers.

Raised support to provide 
interest-free loans and grants 
to maintain the infrastructure 

of Jewish life across the US.

330
Tikkun Olam Programs

in 2020



A world on pause couldn’t 
stop the demand for 

meaningful connections 
and Jewish community 

around the world.

18 
new Moishe Houses

and Moishe Pods opened 
their doors in 2020. 
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Through the dedication and 
flexibility of Jewish young 
adults around the world, 
in 2020, Moishe House 
reimagined and pushed 

beyond the boundaries of 
physical spaces and became 

more about a concept, an 
idea, and a feeling. 
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...all from 
home

47
jewish learning  

retreats
(virtual and in-person)

1,521
participants

141
houses and pods

5,798
programs

31,914
unique 

young adults

419
mhwow hosts

1,549
mhwow

programs

8,344
unique 

young adults
at mhwow programs

MH Nob Hill Tu B’av Rebecca Powell  

MHWOW Host
Brookline, MA

Sukkot Shabbat

“Our MH is the only consistent 
thing I have had throughout 
quarantine. Although this 

has been a hard time, seeing 
the same faces show up every 

Shabbat to support each 
other and get fully invested 
in virtual events has only 

proven to me the importance 
of our Jewish community. 

These connections can get us 
through anything.”

Samantha Magnes, 25,  

MH Mosaic-Fairfax Resident

Retreatiyul Peer-Led Retreat  

Tiberias, Israel



2020 Board of Directors

Dottie Bennett

Larry Cohn

David and Myka Cygielman

Paul Goldenberg, z”l

Jim Heeger and Daryl Messinger

Roey Kruvi

Michelle Lebowits  
and Michael Bender

Ben Lusher and  
Nicole Graham-Lusher

Mike and Dale Nissenson

Tamar Remz

Russ and Leslie Robinson

Jen and Andrew Rosen

Jonah Rothstein

Pam and Ron Rubin*

Jill W. and Robert C. Smith

Stefan Teodosic  
and Cortney Lederer

Kevin L. Waldman

Diana Warth Bregman  
and Justin BregmanUnaudited. *Decrease related to pause of in-person programming due to Covid-19.

MH was also a recipient of PPP support.

Direct Programming*:  

$8,856,886
Fundraising/Marketing*: 

$1,630,976

General Operating:

$1,740,910

Ben Lusher 
CHAIR 

Dottie Bennett  
VICE CHAIR

Spencer Kallick 
VICE CHAIR 

Tamar Remz 
VICE CHAIR

Stefan Teodosic 
SECRETARY 

Jarrod Beck 
TREASURER

Jim Heeger*

Mark Charendoff

Stephen Cohen

Laura Cutler

Benjamin Friend

Michelle Lebowits

Sabrina Merage Naim

Tina Price

Russ Robinson

Ilia Salita, z”l

Jill W. Smith

Jake Sullivan

Kevin L. Waldman*

Joe Wolf

David Cygielman 
FOUNDER & CHIEF  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Morris B. Squire, z”l 
FOUNDER & HONORARY  

BOARD MEMBER

*Past Chair
Expenses

2020  
Financials 

*Endowment created to support  
Moishe House St. Louis.



$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston
Crown Family Philanthropies
EJF Philanthropies
Edward Fein Foundation
Joyce and Irving Goldman Family Foundation
Jewish Community Response & Impact Fund 
Koret Foundation
Koum Family Foundation
Leifer Family Fund
Michael and Andrea Leven Family Foundation
Howard and Geraldine Polinger Family Foundation
Tina and Joe Wolf 

$25,000-$99,999
American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC)
Americans for Ben-Gurion University
Anonymous (3)
The Associated: Jewish Community 
Federation of Baltimore
Jarrod and Shiva Beck
Jeffrey and Janet Beck
Dottie Bennett
Canadian Forum of Russian-Speaking 
Jewry
Donald and Carole Chaiken 
Foundation
Stephen and Carol Cohen
Crimson Lion/Lavine Family 
Foundation

Federation CJA - Montreal
Julie and Martin Franklin Family
Judy and Abel Friedman
The Friend Family
Benji Friend and Jackie Frey
Jason Friend and Alina Katz
Genesis Prize Foundation
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert 
Foundation
The Diane P. & Guilford Glazer Fund of 
the Jewish Community Foundation of 
Los Angeles
Greater Miami Jewish Federation
Robin and Bennett Greenspan
Tiffany Harris

Jim Heeger and Daryl Messinger
Jewish Agency for Israel
Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas
Jewish Federation of Greater Houston
Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington
Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey
Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati
Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago
Ken and Roneet Kahan
The Kallick Family
The Leon Levine Foundation and Sandra and 
Leon Levine
Lippman Kanfer Family Foundation for Living 
Torah
The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
Sabrina Merage Foundation
Minneapolis Jewish Federation
David and Inez Myers Foundation, Cleveland, 
Ohio
Mike and Dale Nissenson
Pears Foundation
David and Janet Polak Foundation
John Pritzker Family Fund
Propel Innovation Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta
Russ and Leslie Robinson
The Rodan Family Foundation
The Alvin Segal Family Foundation
The David S. and Karen A. Shapira Foundation
Bernard and Etta Weinberg Fund of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

Thank you 
to our 
donors

This year in particular, we’re 
grateful for the ongoing 
generosity and increased  

flexibility from our very loyal  
and supportive donor base. 

~50% 
of donors are  

under the age of 

35

1,735  
unique donors

in 2020

$250,000+
Anonymous 

Genesis Philanthropy Group

Jim Joseph Foundation

Leichtag Foundation

Maimonides Fund

one8 Foundation

The Rubin Family Foundation

Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
Family Philanthropies

UJA-Federation of New York

ANNUAL GIVING

ANNUAL GIVING

ANNUAL GIVING



Jewish Federation of Broward County
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte
Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas 
City
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia
Jewish Federation of Greater Portland
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago - Fund for the Future
Kantor Foundation
The Eleanor M. and Herbert D. Katz 
Family Foundation
Marshall and Doreen Lerner
Libitzky Family Foundation Fund
Ben and Nicole Lusher
The Morningstar Foundation
The National Lottery Community Fund
Tina and Steven Price
The Ravitz Foundation
Ira and Diana Riklis
Rose Community Foundation
The Rita & Herbert Rosen Family 
Foundation
Gary and Lee Rosenthal
Leo Rosner Foundation
Sarah and Daniel Rueven
Diane and Howard Schilit
Kimberly and Brad Schlosser and 
Family
The Schultz Family Foundation
Shalom
Sherman Family Foundation
Singer Family Foundation

Thalheimer-Eurich Charitable Fund
Kevin Waldman
Aaron Weitman
Howard and Diane Zack
M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation
William and Sylvia Zale Foundation
Jay and Diane Zidell

$2,500-$9,999
Anonymous (3)
David Hatchwell Antaras
Sylvan T. Baer Foundation
Nancy Barasch
Sharon and Ron Baruch
The Donald H. and Barbara K. 
Bernstein Family Foundation
Austin and Nani Beutel
Daniel Blaser
Laurie Blitzer and Sam Levine
Michael Braun
The Bridging Trust
The David Burstin Philanthropic Fund 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Pittsburgh
Sir Trevor Chinn
Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn 
Memorial Foundation
The Community Legacy Fund of the 
Jewish Community Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City
John Copelyn
The Curtiss-Lusher Family

$10,000-$24,999
David Agger
Alan B. Slifka Foundation
Anonymous
Carl and Joann Bianco
The Breman Foundation
Lewis Brunswick and Rebecca Matoff 
Foundation
Philip Chosky Charitable and 
Educational Foundation
Sandy and Jean Colen
Coll Family Foundation
Laura and Mike Cutler
European Jewish Fund
Catherine and John Farahi
The Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher 
Foundation
Fondation pour la Mémoire de la 
Shoah
Stephen and Gail Gerzof
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
The Goldsmith Foundation
ATID - Toddy and Irving Granovsky 
and Family
Roger and Robin Himovitz
Institut Alain de Rothschild
The Frederick J. Isaac Philanthropic 
Fund
Jewish Community Federation and 
Endowment Fund
Jewish Community Foundation 
Orange County
Jewish Federation and The Jewish 
Community Foundation of the East 
Bay

David and Myka Cygielman
The Feiner Family
Fondation Simon et Lina Haim
Fonds Social Juif Unifie
Franco Family Fund
Judith and Jeremy Freedman
Leo and Rhea Fay Fruhman Foundation
Betsy Gidwitz
Goldring Family Foundation
Campe and Amanda Goodman
William & Patricia Gorelick Family 
Foundation
Jim and Paula Gould
Brianna Greenspan
Halpern-Oppenheimer Family 
Foundation
Heckschers Foundation
The Heilicher Foundation
Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation
Hochberg Family Philanthropic Fund
Hyman and Jimenez Family Fund
Jewish Endowment Foundation of 
Louisiana
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Pittsburgh
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
Jewish Federation of San Diego County
Jewish Federation of St. Louis
Jewish Nevada
JEWISHcolorado
The J.E. Joseph Charitable Trust
Judiska Församlingen i Stockholm

Kaplan Family Foundation
Shelly and Michael Kassen
Debbie and Warren Kimel
Sarena and David Koschitsky
Michelle Lebowits and Michael Bender
Richard and Arlyne Lepie
Nate and Ann Levine
David and Julie Levine
Howard and Irene Levine Family 
Foundation
Liza Levy
Loeb Family Charitable Foundation
The Mason-Glazier Charitable Fund
Menorah Heritage Foundation
The Louise Merage Family Foundation
The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation
Mimi’s Fund on behalf of the 
Grosswald, Grant and Sacks Families
Ali and Mike Nadel
Mark and Shohreh Naim
Oreg Foundation
Marvin and Irene Perer
Josh Perlman and Yunqing Yan
Lucy and Herb Pruzan
Tamar Remz
Isaac Rose Fund
Pamela Rose
Steve Rosenberg and Ellen Lippman
Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation
Alan and Susan Rothenberg
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation
Ilia (z”l) and Irina Salita

The Leonard and Lois Schnitzer 
Charitable Supporting Foundation of 
OJCF
Sheila Schwartz
Shalom Austin
Jim and Rosalie Shane
David and Cindy Shapira
Sheldonia Charitable Trust
Shoresh Charitable Trust
Nathan and Lily Silver Family 
Foundation
Jill and Robert Smith
John and Jennifer Stein
Carole and Jay Sterling
Stiftelsen Clas Groschinskys 
Minnesfond
Ruth and Andrew Suzman
Tarraf Family Foundation
Stefan Teodosic and Cortney Lederer
Edward C. Tonkin
Sharon Ungerleider
United Jewish Campaign
Francine Lavin Weaver
Zalik Foundation Fund
Zentralrat der Judenin Deutschland

ANNUAL GIVING
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Thank you to the 

1,515 
donors that gave 

up to 

$2,499
 in 2020



Alumni-Driven Ambassador Circle
Ari Abramson
Jonah Adams
Gabrielle Adler
Sophia Adler
Anonymous (6)
Brandi Applebaum
Luanna Azulay
Matt Bar
Rebecca Bar
Chaya Bar-Chaim
Benjamin Barth
Jon Basha
Aliza Baskir
Bradley Baskir
Daniel Ben-Chitrit
Ely Benhamo
Ben Berger
Loren Berman
Rebecca Blady
Julie Bock
Jeremy Borovitz
Michael Braun
Elli Brodsky Klein
Tyler Brown
Yoni Buckman
Jake Campbell
Andrew Casper
Sydnee Chavis
Jack Cohen
Lilly Contino
Rachel Corcos
Kristen Corradeno
Joel Croft
Rebecca Daniels

Zachary Demby
Topher Dial
Adam Dobrusin
Amanda Drasnin
Megan Drasnin
Abby Eisen
Natalie Eisner
Adam Engel
Jonathan Epstein
Evan Fehler
Leah Fingerman
Michael Fingerman
James Fleishman
Jordan Friedman
Jason Friend
Hannah Maia Frishberg
Bevin Fritz-Waters
Donna Fuks
Samuel Fuks
Simona Gilman
Eden Gobuty
Lander Gold
Alyssa Gorenberg
Rachel Greenberg
Cody Greenes
Julie Griner
Stefanie Groner
Daniel Guetta
Rebecca Habalow
Tiffany Harris
Jonathan Hartig
Sonya Heckht
Rachael Himovitz Kallick
Audrey Hirschl

Derek Holodak
Jonathan Hornstein
Dan Horwitz
Miriam Horwitz
Todd Jelken
Spencer Kallick
Carol Kaplan
Danielle Kaplan
Sara Karol
Anonymous
Jeremy Katz
Valerie Katz
Jerome Kelman
Anna Kernus
Brooke Khazanovich
Jakob Khazanovich
Mark Khazanovich
Todd Kirschen
Sam Koralnik
Dammara Kovnats Hall
Joshua Kramer
Jacob Kranitz
Mariah Kretch
Roey Kruvi
Zoe Levenson
Jessica Levenson Mirsky
Jeremy Levin
Analucia Lopezrevoredo
Joel Lowinger
Bryan Malyn
Steve Marcinuk
Sam Markowitz
Emily Mathae
Daniel Meer

Natanya Meyer
Aliza Minkina
Miriam Mosbacher
Jeremy Moskowitz
Liza Moskowitz
Alissa Mroz
Elizabeth Naman
Mark Nathanson
Natasha Nefedyeva
Josh Neirman
Zachary Nelson
Tara Nykiel
Lisa Oldfield Sitomer
Elaine Potter
Taras Prakapenka
Dave Press
Marina Privorotsky
Cheryl Pruce
David Raygorodsky
Laura Reader
Erika Rief Hornstein
Leslie Rogoff
Ben Romaner
Mollie Rose
Max Roseman
Evan Rosenstock
Adam Rossano
Jonah Rothstein
Elizabeth Rubin
Gabe Rubin
Ben Sadan
Susan Salgan
Benjamin Sattin
Michele Schulman

Joshua Schwartz
Philip Seper
Eran Sharon
Faustine Sigal
Daniel Silverstein
Jason Sitomer
Amanda Snow
Jacqueline Soria
Abraham Sorock
Daniel Spiegelman
Elisheva Sprung
Joel Stanley
Ellie Sterns
Jake Sullivan
Ben Suster
Leora Tarshish
Josh Traulsen
Ben Varhula
Klara Alexandra Vesela
Diana Warth Bregman
Nathan Wasserman
Shai Weener
Shana Weiner
Mary Ann Weiss
Brandon Welner
Erica Wilens
Avi Wolf
Terry Wunder
Jessica Yaffe
Noah Yaffe
David Zaidins

Moishe House alumni who have committed to making an annual contribution of at least $180

HEADQUARTERS
441 Saxony Road, Barn 2

Encinitas, CA 92024

855.598.5509

EAST COAST OFFICE
5802 Monroe Road

Charlotte, NC 28212

704.512.0409

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
The Stables Market

Chalk Farm Rd

London NW1 8AH

United Kingdom 

+44 2074435164

www.moishehouse.org   




