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Netflix: Nobody Wants This Season 2 - Watch Guide
Created by Rabbi Shari Shamah, Jewish Life Specialist
Shari.shamah@memglobal.org

Premieres October 2314, 2025, Netflix

Stars Adam Brody, Kristen Bell

Also starring: Justine Lupe (Succession), Tovah Feldshuh (Funny Girl on Broadway,
Golda’s Balcony), Timothy Simons (Veep).

10 episodes

Cliffhangers from Season 1

Text and Discussion on Themes that come up in Nobody Wants this:

Will Joanne choose to become Jewish?

Will Joanne and Noah end up together if they don’t share the same
faith?

[s there a thing between Sasha and Morgan?

Can Noah work in a congregation if his partner isn't Jewish?

How much are Joanne and Noah willing to sacrifice for love?

Will Noah'’s family and ex play a part in his relationship drama?

Interfaith Dating or Marriage:

The Pew Study tells us: “About two-thirds of U.S. Jewish adults are either married (59%)
or living with a partner (7%). Among those who are married, many have spouses who
are not Jewish. Fully 42% of all currently married Jewish respondents indicate they
have a non-Jewish spouse. Among those who have gotten married since 2010, 61% are
intermarried. At the same time, intermarriage is very rare among Orthodox Jews: 98%
of Orthodox Jews who are married say their spouse is Jewish. If one excludes the
Orthodox and looks only at non-Orthodox Jews who have gotten married since 2010,
72% are intermarried.”

This Pew Center statistic demonstrates an evolution regarding intermarriage.
According to this statistic, 42% of all married couples have one partner who isn’t
Jewish, while the intermarriage rate of those married since 2010 is closer to 75%.
While thinking back to Fiddler in the Roof (released more than 50 years ago and set
around 1905), when Chava married Fyedke (who wasn’t Jewish), Tevye cut her out
of the family. Read this Forward article for a fuller background on this...

How much do you or your friends think about dating or marrying someone who isn’t
Jewish?

How much do you think the notion of dating someone outside the faith plays into
Rabbi Noah’s feelings for Joanne?


mailto:Shari.shamah@memglobal.org
https://forward.com/culture/477317/in-fiddler-on-the-roof-chava-is-a-hero-but-she-wasnt-always/#:~:text=In%20Chava's%20chapter%20of%20the,her%2C%20cutting%20her%20out%20entirely
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/05/11/marriage-families-and-children/
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Hot Rabbis: The Roles and career path of a rabbi:

The widely held belief is that the word “Rabbi” or rav first came in vogue during the
tannaitic period in the generation after Hillel. The Hebrew term is used as a title for those
distinguished in learning, authoritative in teaching Jewish Law, or those serving as the
spiritual heads of a community. (Taught by Isaac Broyde in Jewish Encylopedia, vol 10 p.
294, passage quoted from my rabbinical thesis on the role of the rabbi...)

My Jewish learning teaches that the role of the rabbi has evolved from the sages of the
Sanhedrin who are quoted in the Talmud. Today, rabbis can use their skills across many
different spheres including organizations, congregations, schools, the military, and other
community leadership roles. The rabbinate as a career can be individualized to reflect the
skills of the person. The first women rabbi ordained in the United States, is Rabbi Sally
Priesand, in 1972. Today, depending on the denomination of Judaism, there are male and
female rabbis as well as many in the LGBTQ+ community.

Rabbi Noah is described as the “hot rabbi.” How does this reflect the new norm of
rabbis? Does this compete with the idea that you have in your head, or from
childhood?

How will the various rolls that rabbis can hold today play a part in Noah and Joanne’s
decision? Is being Senior Rabbi worth sacrificing true love?

Thinking about a career in the rabbinate? Check out the Hebrew Union College,
Jewish Theological Seminary, Hebrew College, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College,
Yeshiva University, or American Jewish University, and/or talk with your Jewish Life
Specialist!

*Since 2015 the Reconstructionist Movement will ordain rabbis in relationships with partners who
aren’t Jewish. Hebrew College will since 2023, and the Reform Movement changed their stance in
2024 to allow for this.

Family/friend impact on relationships:

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman he had taken
[into his household as his wife]: “He took a Cushite woman!” (Numbers 12:1)

In this Biblical example of family exerting pressure on a relationship, Miriam and Aaron,
Moses’ siblings, publicly spoke out on their thoughts of his wife. In this case, Miriam was
stricken with leprosy for her comments.

How do you think Moses felt after his siblings spoke against his spouse?

What role do your family or friends think play a part in who you date or marry?


https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-teacher-preacher-judge-but-not-priest/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-teacher-preacher-judge-but-not-priest/
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Have you ever given feedback to someone who cared about because of
someone they dated?

Do you think that Joanne and Rabbi Noah care about what people think? What do you
think the congregation feels about it?

Conversion to Judaism:

Traditionally there are a few elements that are inherent in conversion to Judaism. The first
is study. This can include an Introduction to Judaism class, meetings with a rabbi, extensive
reading and studying. The second is Beit Din. A Beit Din is a panel of three rabbis (or
knowledgeable Jews) who converse with someone before their conversion to hear of their
intentions, studying, and future practice. Circumcision for those presenting as male is also
generally required. If circumcision was done as a baby, hatafat dam brit, a symbolic
drawing of blood can be done. Mikveh is another step in the conversion process -
immersion in a ritual bath. Finally, those who choose to become Jewish take on a Hebrew
name.

These elements can vary across Jewish denominations and rabbis. Often, the timeline for
conversion to Judaism takes between 12-18 months, though, it can be different for every
person.

Traditionally, there was a teaching that if someone came to you to choose to become Jewish
that you turn them away three times first, based on the Book of Ruth; this is often not a part
of the process today.

Do you think conversion could play a role in the storyline of Rabbi Noah and Joanne?
Do you think Joanne would feel pressure to convert to Judaism?

Did you choose to become Jewish? Or have friends or family members who did?
How does that change your concept of conversion?

Are Jewish women as pushy as they are portrayed in this show?

There is a long tradition of Jewish women being strong, empowered, and determined to do
what they feel is best for their family. Take these two examples from our Matriarchs:

Example 1 - Sarah
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Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham playing She said to
Abraham, “Cast out that slave-woman and her son, for the son of that slave shall not

share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” (Genesis 21:9-10)



https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth_Rabbah.2.16?lang=bi

Example 2- Rebecca
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Rebecca to Jacob: “Go to the flock and fetch me two choice kids, and I will make of them
a dish for your father, such as he likes. Then take it to your father to eat, in order that he
may bless you before he dies.”

Jacob answered his mother Rebecca, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man and [ am
smooth-skinned. If my father touches me, I shall appear to him as a trickster and bring
upon myself a curse, not a blessing.” But his mother said to him, “Your curse, my son, be
upon me! Just do as [ say and go fetch them for me.” (Genesis 27:8-13)

What perception of these two mothers are you left with from these verses? Were
their actions justified?

Is the portrayal of Jewish women in Nobody Wants This accurate? Offensive?
Harmful? Made for TV?

Does the portrayal on screen fit your perception of Jewish women?

Use of Words that have Derogatory Connotations:

The word Shiksa was used in season 1 to describe Joanne. Other words like Goy and ].A.P
have been used more frequently in recent years to describe Jewish women and those who
aren’t Jewish. All three of these words can have negative connotations and have gone

through years of both use and non-use in the collective Jewish vocabulary. Seemingly, their

use is being reclaimed by many today.
What do you think about the use of words like these?
Does your interpretation of them change based on who says it?

Do these words appear in your Personal vocabulary?
(Is Shiksa Offensive...)

And finally...

Season 1 became a streaming sensation shortly after it premiered. It was praised, criticized,

loved, hated, and watched beyond a Jewish audience. It begs the question:

Is this show good for the Jews?


https://www.kveller.com/netflixs-nobody-wants-this-brings-up-the-age-old-question-is-the-word-shiksa-offensive/

