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Water is the Center of Everything: 

 
Water: A source of Angst and Promise: 
 
When the Israelites were in the Wilderness they worried about their water supply. Water meant survival 
and it was a connection to God and security for them. Water was also a symbol of a covenant with God 
– it comes as a result of doing something for God. 
 

Exodus 15:23-27 
They came to Marah, but they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter; that is why 
it was named Marah.  
And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”  
So Moses cried out to Adonai, and Adonai showed Moses a piece of wood; Moses threw it into the 
water and the water became sweet. There [God] made for them a fixed rule; there they were put to 
the test.  
[God] said, “If you will heed your God Adonai diligently, doing what is upright in God’s sight, 
giving ear to God’s commandments and keeping all God’s laws, then I will not bring upon you any 
of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians, for I Adonai am your healer.”  
And they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees; and they 
encamped there beside the water. 

  
• Was it fair for God to have water be conditional? 
• What do you think water meant for the Israelites? 
• How would you react if you didn’t have water? 

 
Water as a Determinant for the Future: 

Genesis 1:6-10 י-'ו:'א תישארב'  
God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
water, that it may separate water from water.” God made 
the expanse, and it separated the water which was below 
the expanse from the water which was above the expanse. 
And it was so. God called the expanse Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a second day. God said, 
“Let the water below the sky be gathered into one area, 
that the dry land may appear.” And it was so. God called 
the dry land Earth and called the gathering of waters Seas. 
And God saw that this was good. 

 יהִיִו םִימָּהַ :וֹתבְּ עַיקִרָ יהְִי םיקִ.אֱ רמֶאֹיַּו
׃םִימָלָ םִימַ ןיבֵּ לידִּבְמַ   
 םִימַּהַ ןיבֵּ לדֵּבְַיַּו עַיקִרָהָ־תאֶ םיקִ.אֱ שׂעַַיַּו

 לעַמֵ רשֶׁאֲ םִימַּהַ ןיבֵוּ עַיקִרָלָ תחַתַּמִ רשֶׁאֲ
׃ןכֵ־יהְִיַו עַיקִרָלָ   
־יהְִיַו ברֶעֶ־יהְִיַו םִימָשָׁ עַיקִרָלָ םיקִ.אֱ ארָקְִיַּו

יִנשֵׁ םוֹי רקֶֹב  
־לאֶ םִימַשָּׁהַ תחַתַּמִ םִימַּהַ וּוקִָּי םיקִ.אֱ רמֶאֹיַּו

׃ןכֵ־יהְִיַו השָׁבַָּיּהַ האֶרָתְֵו דחָאֶ םוֹקמָ   
 םִימַּהַ הֵוקְמִלְוּ ץרֶאֶ השָׁבַָּיּלַ םיקִ.אֱ ארָקְִיַּו

׃בוֹט־יכִּ םיהִ.אֱ ארְַיַּו םימִַּי ארָקָ  

Numbers 20:2 ב:'כ רבדמב'  
The community was without water, and they joined against Moses 
and Aaron. 

־לעַ וּלהֲקִָּיַּו הדָעֵלָ םִימַ הָיהָ־אְ.ו
 ׃ןֹרהֲאַ־לעְַו השֶֹׁמ
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Numbers 20:8 
You and your sibling Aaron take the rod and assemble the community, and before their very eyes 
order the rock to yield its water. Thus you shall produce water for them from the rock and provide 
drink for the congregation and their beasts. 

  
Numbers 20:11 
And Moses raised a hand and struck the rock twice with the rod. Out came copious water, and the 
community and their beasts drank. 

 
Numbers 20:12-13 
But Adonai said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust Me enough to affirm My sanctity in 
the sight of the Israelite people, therefore you shall not lead this congregation into the land that I 
have given them.” Those are the Waters of Meribah —meaning that the Israelites quarreled with 
Adonai —whose sanctity was affirmed through them. 

 
• This moment was pivotal in Moses’ journey as a leader. Because Moses struck the rock twice, it 

prevented Moses from going into the Promised Land. Do you think the action was justified? 
• What emotions do you think Moses faced as a leader as another moment of strife occurred 

around water? 
• Has there been a moment in your life when water has caused you to be emotional? 
• Do you think the Israelites realized the significance of this water moment at this point? 
 
Water as Inclusivity: 

 
We don’t often get to hear the voices of women cry out in song and lead the community. Miriam sang 
on behalf of the community. 
 
• What does this moment mean for you? 
• Have you had times at the water where you feel the inclination to break into song or prayer? 
• How do you think water can be inclusive? 

Exodus 15:19-22 ב״כ-'ט״י:ו״ט תומש'  
For the horses of Pharaoh, with chariots and riders, went into the 
sea; and Adonai turned back on them the waters of the sea; but 
the Israelites marched on dry ground in the midst of the sea.  
Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, picked up a hand-
drum, and all the women went out after her in dance with 
hand-drums.  
And Miriam chanted for them: 
Sing to Adonai, for God has triumphed gloriously; 
Horse and driver God has hurled into the sea.  
Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of Reeds. They 
went on into the wilderness of Shur; they traveled three days in 
the wilderness and found no water. 

          ׃דעֶָו םלָֹעלְ :.מְִי 'ה
 וישָׁרָפָבְוּ וֹבּכְרִבְּ הֹערְפַּ סוּס אבָ יכִּ
 יֵנבְוּ םָיּהַ ימֵ־תאֶ םהֶלֵעֲ 'ה בשֶָׁיַּו םָיּבַּ
 :וֹתבְּ השָׁבַָּיּבַ וּכלְהָ לאֵרָשְִׂי

 תוֹחאֲ האָיבְִנּהַ םָירְמִ חקַּתִַּו }פ{ ׃םָיּהַ
־לכׇ ָןאצֶתֵַּו הּדָָיבְּ ףֹתּהַ־תאֶ ןֹרהֲאַ
 ׃תֹ.חמְבִוּ םיפִּתֻבְּ הָירֶחֲאַ םישִָׁנּהַ
 הֹאגָ־יכִּ 'הלַ וּרישִׁ םָירְמִ םהֶלָ ןעַתַַּו
 עסַַּיַּו }ס{ ׃םָיּבַ המָרָ וֹבכְֹרְו סוּס האָגָּ
 וּאצְֵיַּו ףוּס־םַיּמִ לאֵרָשְִׂי־תאֶ השֶֹׁמ
 םימִָי־תשֶׁ.שְׁ וּכלְֵיַּו רוּשׁ־רבַּדְמִ־לאֶ
 ׃םִימָ וּאצְמָ־אְ.ו רבָּדְמִּבַּ
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Water as a Meeting Place: 
 

Genesis 24:11-20 
He (the servant) made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening time, the time 
when women come out to draw water.  
And he said, “O Adonai, God of my master Abraham’s [house], grant me good fortune this day, and 
deal graciously with my master Abraham:  
Here I stand by the spring as the daughters of the townspeople come out to draw water;  
let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I 
will also water your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for Your servant Isaac. 
Thereby shall I know that You have dealt graciously with my master.”  
He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, the son of Milcah the 
wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out with her jar on her shoulder.  
The maiden was very beautiful—[and] a virgin, no man having known her. She went down to the 
spring, filled her jar, and came up.  
The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a little water from your jar.”  
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and let him drink.  
When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “I will also draw for your camels, until they finish 
drinking.”  
Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, she ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all his 
camels. 

 
• Is the well a metaphor for a place in your community? 
• What does this effort to feed both the person and the animals say about the value Judaism 

places on animals or of sharing water? 
 
Water as Purification: 
 

Numbers 19:9 
And a person that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and lay them outside the camp in a 
clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for the water of 
sprinkling: it is a purification offering. 

 
Leviticus 15:13 
When the one with a discharge becomes purified of the discharge, they shall count off seven days 
for their purification, wash those clothes, and bathe their body in fresh water; then they shall be 
pure. 

 
Water is called Mayim Chayim (lit: “living waters”). It can purify someone, bring them back to health, 
and to allow them to re-enter the community. Water is still used for purification in Jewish life today. A 
Mikveh is a ritual bath. 
 

Jewish Women’s Archive 
The mikveh is a ritual bath designed for the Jewish rite of purification. The mikveh is not merely a 
pool of water; it must be composed of stationary, not flowing, waters and must contain a certain 

https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/mikveh#:~:text=The%20mikveh%20is%20a%20ritual,important%20institution%20of%20Jewish%20life
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percentage of water derived from a natural source, such as a lake, an ocean, or rain. Ritual 
purification in a mikveh is used for a wide range of purposes, including conversion and burial 
ceremonies. Individuals might immerse themselves in the mikveh before weddings or before the 
holiday of Yom Kippur, and even pots and pans can be immersed to make them kosher. 
Traditionally, men and women have used the mikveh for ritual purification, but it has always held 
special significance for Jewish women. Jewish law prescribes that women immerse themselves in the 
waters of the mikveh following their menstrual periods or after childbirth in order to become ritually 
pure and permitted to resume sexual activity. The observance of this ritual has declined in modern 
times, but it still remains a key element in Jewish ritual practice. In the United States, where most 
Jewish women have not observed the laws of menstrual purity, the mikveh continues to be an 
important institution of Jewish life. 

 
• Have you immersed in a mikveh? 
• How could you imagine using water as purification today? 
• What modern rituals could you re-imagine taking place in mikveh? 
 
God is Equated with Water and Wisdom: 
 

Jeremiah 2:13 ג"י:'ב והימרי'  
For My people have done a twofold wrong: 
They have forsaken Me, the Fount of living waters, 
And hewed out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
That cannot even hold water. 

 יתִֹא ימִּעַ השָׂעָ תוֹערָ םִיתַּשְׁ־יכִּ
 םהֶלָ בֹצחְלַ םיִיּחַ םִימַ רוֹקמְ וּבזְעָ
־א. רשֶׁאֲ םירִבָּשְִׁנ תֹראֹבּ תוֹראֹבּ
 ׃םִימָּהַ וּלכִָי

 
Proverbs 18:4 ד:'ח״י ילשמ'  
The words a man speaks are deep waters, 
A flowing stream, a fountain of wisdom. 

 עַבֵֹנ לחַַנ שׁיאִ־יפִ ירֵבְדִּ םיקִּמֻעֲ םִימַ
 ׃המָכְחׇ רוֹקמְ

 
Water as a Source of Peace: 
 
Just as the ancient Israelites worried about water, fears of water shortage continue to plague the 
world. Amidst fears that Israel would run out of water, or that the water sources would dry up, Israel 
has learned to conserve and reuse water. 60-80% of water for drinking is provided by desalination. 20% 
of Jordan’s water comes from the Sea of Galilee and desalination. It helps uphold the peace agreement 
between the two countries. Israel is working around the world to help with water conservation. 
 
• Could the method of conservation that Israel has perfected end up being able to be 

incorporated throughout the Middle East and allow water to be a source of peace amongst 
Israel and its neighbors? 

 
Read more on Desalination Here: 

• Scientific American: Israel Proves the 
Desalination Era is Here 

• IDE Tech: Sorek Desalination Plant 
• JNS: Israeli Desalination Can Help the 

World 

For Additional Reading: 
• The waters of the flood with Noah 

(Genesis 7:10-12) 
• MyJewishLearning: Mayim Hayim, From 

a Spring to a River 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/israel-proves-the-desalination-era-is-here/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/israel-proves-the-desalination-era-is-here/
https://ide-tech.com/en/project/sorek-desalination-plant/
https://www.jns.org/israeli-desalination-can-help-the-world/
https://www.jns.org/israeli-desalination-can-help-the-world/
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.7.10?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en

