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Dear Friends,

2025 had so many highlights and marked our first full year as Mem Global. This name reflects the truly global 

community that has grown around this work, bringing together young adults from Los Angeles to Buenos Aires to 

Cape Town to the Baltics, and everywhere in between. In 2025, Mem Global Community Builders hosted more than 

13,000 programs, bringing Judaism to life for over 81,000 young adults around the world. With our 20th anniversary 

quickly approaching, it’s especially meaningful to see how this organization has grown, proudly encompassing all 

that it means to be a Jewish young adult in this moment.

In 2025, that spirit came to life across our programs. More Moishe Houses and Pods opened around the world, 

including five new NAIM (North American Israeli) Moishe Houses, which remained vital spaces to celebrate Israeli 

culture in the diaspora. At the same time, hundreds of Moishe House Without Walls (MHWOW) Hosts built vibrant 

communities, bringing Jewish life to every corner of the globe. 

Young adults around the world enjoyed immersing themselves in Jewish adventures. At learning retreats, 

participants studied Jewish literature, cooked classic dishes, gave back through service, and more. 96 Retreatologists 

welcomed 1,460 participants to inventive weekend experiences, while at Camp Nai East and on the Nai Cruise,  

280 campers relived the magic of Jewish summer camp. 

Base and the Jewish Learning Collaborative (JLC) continued to flourish, showing the passion for Jewish learning 

across our network; and across 15 cities, Embark helped interfaith couples learn and grow together through  

rabbi-led cohorts. Though no two programs are the same, they all saw young adults bringing Judaism to life with  

joy, creativity, and enthusiasm.

In September, we traveled together to Warsaw, Poland, for Global Con, a training conference that brought together 

Residents and Hosts from 15 countries. Seeing those young adults together was something special, and the 

enthusiasm that they have for this work was palpable.

As the needs of young adults continue to evolve, we are always diving into new ways to support their leadership, 

learning, and curiosity. This year, Mem Global launched the Kolective, a new program helping Jewish young adults 

lead dynamic events for hundreds of their peers. This and other new initiatives deepen our mission of turning this 

pivotal life stage into a vibrant period of exploration and connection.

In this report, you’ll peruse the menu of ways that Jewish young adults engage in Jewish life at Mem Global.  

We hope that it whets your appetite for all the adventures, learning, and connections still to come. 

Your partnership and support make it all possible. Thank you.

David Cygielman			   Tina Price

Founder and CEO			   Board Chair



On these scenic learning  

retreats, Jewish young  

adults explore the topics that fascinate 

them most. From the meaning behind 

ancient traditions to modern Israeli 

dance, participants leave ready to 

bring their learning back to their 

communities.

146 
Houses & Pods

318 
Hosts

1 
Camp Nai

1 
Nai Cruise

153 
Participants

8,166  
Programs

29  
Staff-led Retreats

4,080   
Programs

127   
Participants

51,246  
Participants

757 
Participants

20,813   
Participants

moishe houses & pods Mem Global  
Retreats

moishe house without walls

camp nai nai nai

From Shabbat dinners and holiday 

celebrations to casual hangouts and service 

projects, Moishe Houses  (3–5 residents) 

and Pods (2 residents) are welcoming, 

homegrown hubs for Jewish young adults.

MHWOW supports Jewish young adult leaders to host 

monthly programs, creating Jewish community anytime 

and anywhere.

Camp Nai Nai Nai is Jewish 

summer camp – for adults! On  

land or at sea, campers enjoy a 

weekend full of classic summer 

activities, build new friendships, 

and dive deep into Jewish learning. 

2025



COMMUNITIES
SERVED

12 
Bases

159 
Educators

17 
Superconnectors

96 
Peer-led Retreats

15 
Cohorts

3 90 

1,460 
Participants

119 
Couples

1,485   
Programs

636   
Learners

18  
Events

8,393   
Participants

6,433  
Learning Hours

3,300  
Participants

13,768
Programs

81,967
Participants

220,967
Total Attendees

Retreatology

BASE

embark

Jewish learning 
collaborative 

The Kolective

Retreatology helps young adults 

turn their dreams into reality and 

lead their own Jewish learning 

retreats. With training, resources, 

and grants, Retreatology provides 

everything participants need to 

create exciting, impactful retreats 

for their peers.

Base takes Jewish life out of the synagogue and into a 

rabbi’s home. Through Shabbat dinners, text study, and 

heartfelt conversations, Base offers Jewish young adults 

a “home base” for exploring Judaism in a deeper, more 

personal way.

Led by a rabbi, Embark creates 

a space for interfaith couples 

to explore Judaism at their own 

pace, ask big questions, and build 

meaningful traditions together.

The JLC provides ongoing,  

one-on-one Jewish learning for  

people who work or volunteer at Jewish organizations, 

helping them grow personally, professionally, and spiritually.

Launched in September,  

Mem Global’s newest program,  

The Kolective supports an emerging network of Jewish 

young adults who are bringing their peers together 

through large-scale, high-energy social experiences – 

creating a dynamic new pathway into Jewish community.

Retreatology 
Trainings Participants



build-your-own jewish Life

In October, 34 Community Builders from Mexico, Argentina, 

Uruguay, Brazil, and Chile came together for our Latin 

American Training Conference for Residents and Hosts:  

Lati Con! As they sipped matcha and shared stories, it was 

amazing to hear all the different ways their communities 

learn and celebrate. At the participant-led Kabbalat Shabbat 

service, they each shared a piece of their own tradition with 

the group: bringing together Ashkenazi melodies, Sephardic 

nusach, and much more.

At this cozy Shabbat evening, MHWOW Host 

Tami brought her community together to 

swap stories and traditions from their family 

histories, learning about Scottish Jewish 

culture from the past until today. 

                       Just like the perfect bagel, a thriving Jewish life is going to look different for everyone.     
                       At Mem Global, young adults all over the world are cooking up a Jewish life that’s just right  
                       for them. Whether they were spending a cozy evening gathered around a Shabbat table or 
throwing a blowout bash for 70 of their closest friends, these communities all started with the same key 
ingredient: bringing Judaism to life in ways that were unmistakably theirs.

welcome to lati con! What's Your Story?

Rise and shine – it’s time for Base Bay’s morning minyan! 

Held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, these peaceful morning 

gatherings have become a beautiful ritual for those looking to 

start their day with a moment of togetherness and prayer.

Morning Minyan oakland, California

Glasgow, Scotland

Buenos Aires, Argentina

88% 
of Basers feel empowered to create  

Jewish moments on their own terms



HERshabbat

IGNITE AND SHINE

serving up shabbat rituals

Jewish life happens in so many places...including around a Shabbat 

table. Over a home-cooked dinner hosted by Rabbi Dimitry and 

his wife, Erica, these Embark couples dished on  

what building a Jewish home means to them.  

Together, they dug into how to go from an  

“I” to a “we” while trying their hands at all the  

rituals of Shabbat, then shared ideas on how  

to bring those rituals to life in ways that feel  

right to each of them.

At this Chanukkah-inspired Recapture 

the Magic retreat, participants 

learned how they can be a shamash 

for their communities, nurturing 

their inner light so it can keep shining 

outward. During a guided tour of 

Chisinau, they learned all about 

the city’s Jewish history, inspiring 

discussions of their family roots and 

personal Jewish journeys: exploring 

where they began to understand 

where they want to go next.

“Camp was a pivotal part of my childhood 

experience. It allowed me the freedom to 

discover who I was. All these years later, 

Camp Nai allows me to tap into that part  

of myself that I thought was lost.” 

—Camp Nai participant

At this inspirational weekend, led by Retreatologist 

Isidora, 18 participants came together to study the 

stories of Jewish women, from famous figures in the 

Tanakh to modern-day Serbia. Between creative art 

projects and educational workshops, the group  

also relaxed with a playful spa night! 

Harlem, New York

Waynesboro, Pennsylvania

Chisinau, Moldova

Ruma, Serbia



leading the way

Hearty, (ful)filling, and with an incredible bold flavor. It’s not just your favorite deli meal, it’s also how our 
Community Builders lead with style! For these young adults, 2025 was a year of saying “yes” to that wild 
idea, dreaming big to create the best experiences for their communities. 

It was a true meeting of the minds when 

Moishe House Residents from Hell’s Kitchen, 

Williamsburg, and Park Slope brought their 

communities together to meet over drinks and 

pizza (of course!). And for the keynote speaker, 

they picked a Jewish leader very close to home: 

David Cygielman, who shared the origin  

story of Mem Global.

MHWOW Hosts came together for a weekend 

rooted in the wisdom of Pirkei Avot: “If I am not 

for myself, who will be for me? And if I am only for 

myself, what am I?” Through learning sessions, 

scenic hikes, and one incredibly competitive board 

game night, these Hosts explored how to lead with 

creativity and intention, ensuring that they can 

keep showing up for their local communities.

What does it actually look like to become a rabbi? At the first-ever 

Rabbinic Accelerator Venture (RAV) retreat, 33 enthusiastic young adults 

gathered to find out. With the help of rabbis from many denominations 

and roles, participants could ask all their spiritual (and practical) 

questions as they explored what a life in the rabbinate might look like 

for them. Special thanks to the H&F Baker Foundation for making this 

inspiring weekend possible!

Moishe Houses, Meet David

For Me, For Us, For Now Should I Become a Rabbi?

Simi Valley, California Monticello, New York

New York City, New York



the art of the retreat

At Camp Nai, counselors lead small groups, 

called mishpachahs (families). When his campers 

expressed a desire to explore the role of Judaism 

in their lives more deeply, Avi created the space 

for meaningful conversation and reflection.

Cultivating Closeness

Even after their cohort ended, these couples 

stepped up to keep their new community 

going! With the help of small grants provided 

by Embark, the group has continued to host  

gatherings for each other like this delicious 

Shabbat lunch organized by Embark couples.

Join the Groupchat

Harlem, New York At Base Upper West Side’s retreat 

in the Berkshires, these Basers 

made the weekend their own! 

A few participants felt inspired 

to lead a Shabbat experience of 

their very own for the group. With 

guidance from their rabbi, they 

made it happen: a musical morning 

service held overlooking the lake.

34 participants came together at International Retreatology. From 

spiritual learning to tips on budgeting, the group came away with  

the know-how to bring their dream retreats to life. For the  

first time, the majority of sessions were offered in Russian  

and English, opening the door for RSJ community members!

Berkshires, Massachusetts

At the 2025 General Assembly, JLC Founding 
Executive Director Rabbi Ana Bonnheim was one of 
four Jewish professionals honored as recipients of 
the first-ever Grinspoon Amber Award, celebrating 
people whose work uplifts Jewish life. 

The SuperConnectors, a network of leaders who host 

large-scale Jewish social events, gathered for their first 

retreat. Together, they shared the best strategies for 

connecting with young adults in their cities. They also 

joined Schmooze Club, a The Kolective initiative, for a 

country-themed Shabbat dinner. The ideas, the learning, 

and the inspiration – everything’s bigger in Texas!

Giddy Up, It’s Shabbat!

barcelona, spain

a musical morning

austin, texas



Giving Back

GROWING STRONG 

fill the food bank

In 2025, Tikkun Olam wasn’t just a side dish – it was also the main course! All over the world, Community 
Builders inspired their peers to get involved and be the difference, busting out their sewing skills, getting 
the dirt on urban gardening, and so much more. From the local to the global, they showed how each of us 
has the power to repair the world.

On a sunny Sunday morning, Moishe House Sydney loves to 

visit Adamama, a Jewish nonprofit farm. They have their very 

own garden bed at this “urban kibbutz” that participants tend 

to every week. Alongside growing their own herbs, fruits, and 

vegetables, community members get to learn 

about the sustainable agricultural practices 

taking root across Australian cities.

In honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Base Denver 

community joined up with Repair the World to organize 

donations at a local food bank. With the help of one of the 

Basers who actually worked at the food bank, their group  

even got to go behind the scenes, using the giant pallets to  

fill orders!

MHWOW Host Kaia Colban brought together her 

community for a hands-on afternoon repairing  

donated garments. With each sewn button,  

patched hole, and fixed seam, they gave  

these clothes a second life and made sure  

they were good as new before donating  

them to a local shelter.

Welcome to the
 Clothing Repair Cafe!

San Francisco, California

DENVER, COLORADO

sydney, australia

13,449 acts of service in 2025



Dream It, Lead It

If Not Now, When?

26 people joined the first-ever tikkun olam-themed 

Retreatology! Over the course of the weekend, these 

Retreatologists learned all about how to lead  tikkun olam 
experiences for their local communities so they can make 

a difference in the ways that matter most to them. With an 

inspirational speaker panel, the chance to create their own 

Shabbat candles, and even a visit from some friendly farm 

animals, this was truly a Retreatology to remember.

Even during the thrills and adventure of 

the Camp Nai Cruise, we couldn’t miss an 

opportunity to repair the world. Over 70 

participants came together for a meaningful 

discussion about the environmental  

impacts of cruise ships, inspiring  

thoughtful reflection about how  

to live intentionally, and  

sustainably, while on board.

At this powerful retreat for the RSJ community, participants learned 

about the history of tikkun olam, not only as a Jewish value but also 

as a social movement. The group was joined by the director of a local 

Ukrainian Heritage preservation school, who shared all about how they 

are bringing Ukrainian culture to life in Colorado. After the discussion, 

they put together gifts for each of the kids and teens who would soon be 

celebrating their first-ever graduation!

Service
ON THE SEA

During their weekend retreat, these Embark couples 

explored how giving back is an important part of living a 

Jewish life. On Shabbat, after services at a local synagogue 

(and a visit to the neighborhood bagel shop!), the couples 

settled in for a meaningful afternoon packing hygiene kits 

in partnership with the Open Hearts Initiative. With their 

hard work, they managed to pack over 100 kits, making a 

big difference for those in need.

Helping Hands and Open Hearts

Sedalia, Colorado

Upper West Side, New York

Tikkun Olam  
Edition 



With the help of her Jewish Learning 

Collaborative instructor, Ariella, Mem 

Global Community Manager Adena created 

Seven Species Cocktail recipes in honor of 

Shavuot! From the “Treetini” to a “Kingdom 

of Beauty,” Adena designed these delicious 

concoctions herself, inspired by  

the seven species that are 

 traditionally eaten during  

the holiday: wheat, figs,  

pomegranate, and more!

It's a Feast

Shaken, Not Stirred

Ritual, Reimagined

Holla for Challah POP-UP PARADISE

There’s a richness to Jewish rituals and holiday celebrations – they’re moments of magic, connecting us to 
thousands of years of history. In 2025, young adults savored the power of these experiences while finding 
fresh ways to make them their own. Whether lighting their first Shabbat candles or finding new meaning in  
a favorite holiday, they showed everything you can create when you’re not afraid to order a little off menu.

To celebrate Rosh Hashanah,  Moishe House Auckland  tried 

their hand at the tastiest Jewish tradition of all: challah 

baking! And because Rosh Hashanah challahs are usually 

round, these Residents took the opportunity to get a little 

extra creative, turning their round challahs into tasty-looking 

turtles and snails!

Participants gathered for this Sukkot-themed retreat! This 

weekend was dedicated to appreciating the power of the 

temporary, from understanding the meaning behind the 

elements of a sukkah to creating art pieces that purposefully 

weren’t made to last.

Passover Special! 

Base LA celebrated Mimouna! This 

Maghrebi Jewish feast marks the end of 

Passover and has become a community 

favorite.  With hametz back on the menu, 

Rabbi Sofia made delicious mufletta and 

other sweet snacks, while a Baser led the 

traditional Mimouna blessings.

Hendersonville, North Carolina

L’chaim!

Moishe House Auckland



Havdalah Harmonies

Toward the end of the weekend, over 150 Camp Nai East 

campers joined together for a magical, musical Havdalah 

ceremony. Arm-in-arm under the open sky, it truly showed 

the power of the community that these campers build 

together, even in just a few days.

An important part of each Embark cohort is the retreat, where 

couples have a chance to step away from real life and spend 

a whole weekend together diving into Jewish learning. This 

Chicago cohort used their retreat as a chance to put away 

technology, spending the weekend exploring the power of 

Shabbat ritual – from studying Torah together to debating 

“What makes food Jewish?”

chicago-style shabbat

Sharing Shabbat Ride the Tide

MHWOW Host Yona Bali threw a joyful Shabbat dinner 

for his community, using the gathering as an opportunity to 

teach his peers all about the many rituals that go into leading 

the meal: from pouring the wine and blessing the challah to 

lighting the candles.

Retreatologist Ari Abramson took his community on a Jewish 

rafting adventure! Between navigating the rushing rapids, 

they enjoyed chevruta-style text study about the role of water 

in Judaism. In one impactful moment, they created their own 

mikvah (ritual bath) in the river, with everyone chanting both 

the traditional mikvah prayer and personal prayers that they 

had written the night before.

Budaka, Uganda

Chicago, Illinois

Coloma, California

A Jewish
Rafting

Adventure!

Waynesboro, Pennsylvania



After his son was born, Mem Global’s  

Associate Vice President  

of Advancement, Dave Press,  

met with JLC instructor Yoni for  

help writing his bris speech.  

After what he called “the most  

meaningful hour of Jewish  

learning I’ve had in my entire life”  

the pair embarked on a new journey:  

a line-by-line reading of the Torah. After 6 and a half years, 

Dave completed his project – exactly on his son’s half-birthday!

  

Come Curious
Chef’s

Recommendation

From hands-on art projects to late-night discussions around the campfire, participants were digging into 
rich Jewish learning all year long! With the help of expert educators and rabbis offering plenty of food for 
thought, these Community Builders brought their questions, curiosities, and ideas to the table.

Jewish educators and Jewish life specialists supported 1,067 peer-led Jewish learning 

programs and had 1,647 conversations with Community Builders.

Keep Scrollin'

This Embark cohort went straight to the source for their 

Jewish learning – the Torah! During their weekend retreat, 

Rabbi Steve showed these  

participants all the proper ways  

to open and read a Torah scroll  

before they got into some great  

discussion on that week’s parsha.

Houston, Texas

On Thursdays, Base Boston gathers with their partners at 

Lehrhaus, a Jewish tavern and learning space, for an evening 

of Torah study! Although it began as one-on-one learning with 

Rabbi Jackson, by popular demand, the sessions grew into a full 

cohort. Now, every week, you’ll find Base participants, Lehrhaus 

members, Moishe House Residents, and MHWOW Hosts all 

diving into that week's parshah (portion) together.

Torah Thursdays
Boston, Massachusetts

Line By LineNew Year, New Vision

Moishe House Vilnius  

dove into the meaning 

behind Rosh Hashanah 

with an afternoon of 

vision- boarding. By the 

end of the afternoon, these 

participants were ready to 

celebrate Rosh Hashanah –  

and welcome 5786 with a 

renewed sense of purpose. 

 Vilnius, Lithuania

charlotte,  
north carolina



play and create

At Retreatologist Rachel Dovsky’s “Play and Create” 

retreat, it was all about encouraging her community to, 

well...play and create! 14 friends gathered to  find artistic 

inspiration in Jewish practice. After a session about tefillin, 

the group felt themselves getting connected (literally!), 

wrapping themselves in a symbolic group tefillin inscribed 

with words and art that drew them to the Divine.

 Over 30 participants came together for this queer 

Jewish retreat. Together, they studied classic Jewish 

stories through a queer lens and learned about 

initiatives supporting queer Jewish life across Europe 

today. Finally, they braided rainbow Havdalah candles, 

bringing the retreat magic back to their communities. 

Candle Crafting

MHWOW Host Lisa Applebaum taught her community 

about how to make Havdalah candles! As participants 

dipped and braided their candles, the group learned about 

the significance of the Havdalah ceremony and how even in 

difficult times it is important to find the light.

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

 Idyllwild, California

berlin, germany

Waynesboro, Pennsylvania

Before the annual color war began, Camp Nai East campers 

came together to study the story of David and Goliath. First, 

they learned what Judaism has to say about competition and 

teamwork – then they took the learning into their own hands 

with a slingshot contest!

Slingshot Showdown

moishe houses,
pods & hosts led

with1,652
Jewish learning programs

18,481
in attendance

First-ever queer  
Jewish retreat in Europe

 Hineni (Here I Am)



Throughout 2025, Mem Global communities in Israel and around the world continued to thrive while 
delivering Israeli culture straight to your table, from holiday celebrations to Israeli dance parties and even 
homegrown festivals. As they brought together Israelis and Jews from across the globe, our Community 
Builders in Israel and worldwide showed the power of our global network.

Summer in Israel (in Ukraine)

Since they couldn’t bring their whole community to Israel, the 

Residents of Moishe House Dnipro decided to bring Israel to 

their community! Together with friends from Hillel, they hosted 

an incredible outdoor festival with stations inspired by Jerusalem, 

the Dead Sea, Tel Aviv, and more. With trivia challenges and fun 

team games, all based on Israeli geography and culture, this sunny 

summer day was the perfect sightseeing trip...no travel required.

Dnipro, Ukraine

Yom Ha’atzmaut
Beach Bash

MHWOW Host Jake Gould threw a very 

special Yom Ha’atzmaut party for his 

community! Hosted on the beach with  

a bonfire, great music, and plenty  

of delicious Israeli cuisine, this  

was one birthday party you did  

not want to miss.

Deland, Florida

embracing israel

Greetings From Ramat Nanegev

Base Denver welcomed this mishlachat (delegation) from Ramat 

HaNegev for a thoughtful afternoon of shared learning! Entirely 

in Hebrew, the visitors chatted about life in their community in 

the south of Israel while also diving into what it means to be part 

of a Base. When these groups came together, it was clear their 

connections transcended borders.

Denver, Colorado



Tel Hai

forhosted 256 
programs

2,684 
participants

9
NAIM Moishe Houses & Pods

in 2025

A Space of Their Own

This retreat gave NAIM (North American Israeli) Moishe 

House Residents an opportunity to come together, share 

their experiences, and reflect on what it means to build 

community as Israelis in North America. 

In 2025, Embark partnered with Honeymoon Israel for three 

cohorts, designed for alumni of Honeymoon Israel trips! 

The cohorts took place in Denver, Boston, and Los Angeles, 

welcoming 17 couples. Even though they hadn’t been on the 

same trip, the groups discovered many shared connections and 

experiences as they came together to continue learning.

Participants had a blast learning traditional Israeli dances during 

this Camp Nai East “playshop” (because there’s no work at 

Camp)! Led by Israeli staff members who shared their personal 

favorite dances, this classic camp activity brought Israeli culture 

to life for campers through music and movement.

Honeymoon Phase

dancing shoes

Retreatologist Ron Kiesler’s retreat explored what 

it means to live near the border of Israel. Through 

learning sessions, personal stories, and deep 

discussions, they learned about the rhythms of daily 

life in this unique region, sparking deeper empathy 

and awareness, and a renewed appreciation for the 

power of community.

denver, colorado

Now it’s Our Turn

givat haviva, israel

miami, florida

Waynesboro, Pennsylvania



jewish joy

Joy is what sustains every Mem Global community – it fills up your heart and nourishes the soul. These 
communities were embracing that joy together: sharing laughs over a pottery wheel, losing themselves 
in the music, and enjoying the first perfect bite of challah straight out of the oven. Together, they made 
Judaism feel fresh, vibrant – and just plain fun. 

Ready...Set...Golem!

Moishe House Paris Beaubourg embraced their inner 

sculptors with this Make-Your-Own-Golem Pottery Night! 

The golem, they learned, is a creature from Jewish folklore 

brought to life from clay. But here, it didn’t matter if your 

golem turned out a little lovingly lopsided – this evening 

was all about trying something new and getting hands-on 

to make magic with your community. 

Paris, France

Encino, California Los Angeles, California

Ready to get footloose and fancy-free? Join MHWOW Host 

Zohar Achiasaf for an energetic afternoon of Israeli dancing! 

You could often find over 50 participants gathered in the gym 

for this community favorite activity, where they put on their 

dancing shoes, grooved to the music, and followed along as 

Zohar called out moves on the mic. 

Join the Dance Floor

Yom Huledet Sameach (Happy Birthday) Base LA! 58 

community members gathered to celebrate two years of Base 

at this fabulous Shabbat birthday party, featuring lawn games, 

a Polaroid station, a delicious dinner, and so much more. As 

the candles were burned at the end of the night, the Basers 

each went home with their very own Shabbat kit: candles, 

grape juice, and Base-branded matchboxes.

A Birthday to RemembeR

As Jews, we are all related. And it’s important to take care of one another 
and hold space for each other. It is our duty to lift each other up and 

connect. Mem Global is the powerhouse that makes it happen. —Amit



TrailBlazers

Full-time rabbi, part-time trail guide – 

these Embark educators do it all! Rabbi 

Megan took her group of couples on a 

beautiful day of hiking outside the city. 

With the sun shining, it was the perfect 

chance to lace up their hiking boots, pass 

around the trail snacks, and snap a few 

selfies...while enjoying some mid-hike 

chats about everything they learned in 

their cohort. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

33 participants from across the 

United States and Canada came 

together for this delicious RSJ retreat! 

Together, they cooked cultural culinary 

classics, including borsht, lagman, 

and khachapuri, while learning about 

the history behind Jewish immigrant 

cuisine and the role of manna, and 

other foods, in the Torah. As they 

traded recipes and tasted each other’s 

creations, the fun – and flavor! – were 

flowing all weekend long.

Lakewood, Pennsylvania

From Manna to Shakshuka 

The “Sukkot and Singing” retreat brought together 11 participants 

spanning Millennials and Gen Zers, plus one facilitator and one 

student rabbi educator, to celebrate the joy, creativity, and spirituality 

of Sukkot during the most beautiful time of year in the Hudson Valley.

Hudson Valley, NEW YORK

 A Song for Sukkot

It was pure Jewish joy onboard the Camp 

Nai Cruise as 130 participants sailed from 

Los Angeles to Cabo San Lucas. Alongside 

cruise classics like beach excursions and 

karaoke, participants explored the meaning 

of hiddur mitzvah and dived in (literally!) 

to Torah study in a hot tub. Ending with 

a magical Havdalah on the beach, these 

young adults brought light, laughter, and 

learning to every minute of their voyage.

Smooth Sailing



Programming 
$15,236,893

General Operating
$3,394,085

Fundraising
$1,661,298

2025 Expenses Unaudited

Setting the Table for What Comes Next 

Shiva and Jarrod Beck

Dottie Bennett

Ally Berman and  
Michael Godin

Jane and Fredric Bobroff 

Justin Bregman

Larry Cohn 

Myka and David Cygielman

Ellen Frishberg

Caren and Charles Gale

Kari and Lander Gold

Paul Goldenberg, z”l

Nicole Graham-Lusher and 
Ben Lusher

Tiffany Harris

David Hyman

Rachael and Spencer Kallick

Roey Kruvi

Michelle Lebowits and 
Michael Bender

Cortney Lederer and  
Stefan Teodosic

Doreen and Marshall Lerner

Susan and Eric Lerner

Jerry Lopatin

Daryl Messinger and  
Jim Heeger

Liz and Jeremy Naman

Tina and Steven Price

Tamar Remz

Leslie and Russ Robinson

Jen and Andrew Rosen

Jonah Rothstein

Pam and Ron Rubin*

Jill W. and Robert C. Smith

Kevin L. Waldman

Diana Warth 

Arielle Wernick and  
Cody Greenes

TO OUR                       generous DONORSThank You 3,000+ 

2025 board of directors

2025 financials

chair’s council

UK board of trustees

Tina Price, Board Chair

Jim Heeger, Treasurer

Laurie Blitzer, Vice Chair

Daniel Blaser, Secretary

Jarrod Beck

Dottie Bennett

Stephen Cohen

Laura Katz Cutler

Michael Godin

David Levine

Dammara Markowitz

Tina Price, Board Chair

Jill Smith, Co-Chair

Kevin Waldman, Co-Chair

Mark Charendoff

Jim Heeger

Spencer Kallick

Ben Lusher

Gideon Smith, Chair

 Max Kreimerman

 Jim Shane

MEM GLOBAL legacy society

Sabrina Merage Naim

Mike Nissenson

Russ Robinson

Ron Rubin 

Elana Rodan Schuldt

Jaynie Schultz

Stefan Teodosic

Tamar Remz

Jim Shane

Walter Solomon

Joe Wolf

Samuel Weyser,  

Mem Global Community 

Builder Representative

David Cygielman,  

Founder & CEO

Morris B. Squire, z”l, Founder 

& Honorary Board Member

A Sweet Snapshot of our

*Endowment created to support Moishe House St. Louis 

Total Revenue:  $20,792,098

Total Expenses:  $20,292,276



TO OUR                       generous DONORS
you helped us raise                                       to support 

young adult jewish life around the world

$20,265,966

$1,000,000+

$100,000–$249,999

$50,000–$99,999
Alvin Segal Family Foundation

Anonymous (2)

The Associated: Jewish Community 
Federation of Baltimore

Dottie Bennett

Carol and Stephen Cohen

Crimson Lion/Lavine Family Foundation

David and Janet Polak Foundation

The Eleanor M. and Herbert D. Katz 
Family Foundation

Judy and Abel z”l Friedman

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

Jewish Federation of Greater Los 
Angeles

Jewish Federation of Northern  
New Jersey

Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation 
of Metropolitan Chicago

Stefanie and Douglas Kahn

The Kallick Family

Evan and Nicole Katz

The L.A. Pincus Fund for Jewish 
Education in the Diaspora

Leading Edge Alliance

The Leon Levine Foundation

The Lisa and Michael Leffell Family 
Foundation

The Marcus Foundation, Inc.

Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Leslie and Russ Robinson 

Roger and Robin Himovitz

The Russell Berrie Foundation

Sabrina Merage Foundation

Samueli Foundation

Samuels Family Foundation

Shalom Collective 

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Philanthropies

Crown Family Philanthropies

Jim Joseph Foundation

Maimonides Fund

Anonymous

The Beacon Foundation  
The David S. and Karen A. Shapira Foundation

Edward Fein Charitable Trust

Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation

The Koum Family Foundation

Laura H. Lauder

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation

One8 Foundation

UJA-Federation of New York

Tina and Joe Wolf

Aviv Foundation
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

of Greater Boston
The Diane and Guilford Glazer 

Foundation
The Friend Family 

Greater Miami Jewish Federation
H&F Baker Foundation

Howard and Geraldine Polinger 
Family Foundation

Howard and Irene Levine Family 
Foundation

$250,000–$999,999

Jewish Federation of  
Greater Atlanta

Joyce and Irving Goldman 
Family Foundation

Lisa and Douglas Goldman 
Fund

Tina and Steven Price
Repair the World

The Rodan Family Foundation
Aaron Weitman



$25,000–$49,999
Amcha Foundation

Anonymous (3)

Shiva and Jarrod Beck 

Carol and Gary Berman 

Congregation B’nai B’rith

Diane and Neil Exter 

Tena and Blair Frank 

The Gaia Fund

Howard Hoffen 

Janet and Jeffrey Beck Family 
Foundation

Jewish Community Foundation  
of Los Angeles

Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Dallas

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Nashville

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington

The Jewish Federation of Palm 
Beach County

Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati

Shelly and Howard Kivell 

Leichtag Foundation

Leifer Family Fund

Leo Rosner Foundation

The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation

The Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher 
Foundation

Daryl Messinger and Jim Heeger

The Morningstar Foundation

Newton and Rochelle Becker 
Charitable Trust

Dale and Mike Nissenson

Robin and Bennett Greenspan 
Fund

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert 
Foundation

Rose Community Foundation

The Rubin Family Foundation

Diane Lipson Schilit and  
Howard Schilit

Rosalie and Jim Shane

Singer Family Foundation

Thalheimer-Eurich Charitable Fund

$10,000–$24,999
David Agger

Alan B. Slifka Foundation

Albert B. Glickman Family 
Foundation

Americans for Ben-Gurion 
University

Anonymous (2)

Backcountry Bayit

Nancy Barasch

The Beker Foundation

Joann and Carl Bianco

Daniel Blaser

Michael Braun

Center for Jewish Philanthropy of 
Greater Phoenix

The Chrysalis Fund

Jean and Sandy Colen

Coretz Family Foundation

Laura and Mike Cutler

David & Laura Merage Foundation

David and Inez Myers Foundation

Davis Foundation

Susan and Jon Diamond 

Fondation pour la Mémoire de la 
Shoah

Tova Safier Frenkel and Chaim 
Frenkel

Frieze Family Foundation

The Fund for a Jewish Future 
Endowment Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Pittsburgh

Phyllis and Joel Gitlin 

Sandy and Bill Glassman 

Paula and Jim Gould

Nina and Arnie Harris 

Jack Weinbaum Family Foundation 

Jewish Community Foundation 
Orange County

Jewish Federation Bay Area

Jewish Federation of Broward 
County

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Portland

The Jewish Fund of Metropolitan 
Detroit

Julie and Martin Franklin Family

Roneet and Ken Kahan

Eleanor and Mark Lainer

Katherine and Joshua Lauder

Liza Levy

Libitzky Family Foundation

Loeb Family Charitable Foundation

Nicole and Ben Lusher

Dammara and Sam Markowitz

Robert Meyer 

Philip Chosky Charitable and 
Educational Foundation

Lisa and Michael Puder 

Diana and Ira Riklis

The Rita & Herbert Rosen Family 
Foundation

Roots & Branches Foundation

Lee and Gary Rosenthal

Shirley and David Toomim  
Family Foundation

The Specter Foundation

Todd and Deborah Krasnow 
Foundation

Carole and Jerry Turk

United Synagogue

World Zionist Organization



Yako Nesim Polikar Fund for 
Jewish Youth and the Veda Mae 
and Morrie Glesby Legacy Fund of 
the Houston Jewish Community 
Foundation

Zalik Foundation Fund

$5,000–$9,999
Albert and Ethel Herzstein 
Charitable Foundation

American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC)

Anonymous (5)

The Astor Foundation

Lois Kohn Claar and Gary Claar

Myka and David Cygielman

William Echikson 

Erdi Foundation

David Farahi 

The Fine Foundation

Fisher Family Foundation

Judith Finer Freedman and Jeremy 
Freedman 

Fundação Arymax

Betsy Gidwitz

Sherry and Ken Goldberg 

Rona Gollob 

Gundy 2012 Security Trust

The Harold and Marion Bobroff 
Charitable Fund

Robin Hettleman and Matthew 
Weinberg 

Hochberg Family Philanthropic 
Fund

Hyman and Jimenez Family Fund

Isaac Rose Fund

Jewish For Good

Joe and Joy Kaplan Fund

Kaplan Family Foundation

Shelly and Michael Kassen

Debbie and Warren Kimmel

Ann and Nate Levine

Gabriel Low 

The Mason-Glazier Charitable 
Fund

Mimi’s Fund

Ali and Mike Nadel

Nathan and Lily Silver Family 
Foundation

Nathan Leight Foundation, Inc.

Suzanne and Andrew Offit

One Table

Robert Russell Memorial 
Foundation

Crystal and Ross Robin

Beverly and Howard Robinson 

Sarah and Daniel Rueven

Lynn and Skip Schrayer 

Jaynie Schultz and Ron Romaner

Shalom Austin

Shoresh Charitable Trust

Terri and Walter Solomon 

Ruth and Andrew Suzman

Sylvan T. Baer Foundation

United Jewish Campaign

Kevin Waldman

Julie Wallick and David Selden

William and Sylvia Zale Foundation

Jamie and Bert Wolf 

$1,000–$4,999
Aaron Family Philanthropic Fund

The Abner and Mildred Levine 
Family Foundation

Shaina Abrams-Kornblum 

Anonymous (5)

ASA Charitable Fund

Meagan and Dan Avnery 

Kirsten Baldwin and Justin 
Steinschriber 

Adrienne Bavar 

Betty-Jean Bavar 

Jaclyn and Adam Bergman 

Beth & Adam Goldstein 
Philanthropic Fund

Didi and Brian Biesman 

Elizabeth and Matt Bonney-Cohen 

The Breman Foundation

Jane and Scott Brown 

Michelle Caplan 

Aaron Chew 

Emily Colman and Cathryn Lavery

Vick Crespin 

Joel Croft 

The Curtiss-Lusher Family

Justin Cutler 

Debra & Steven Cohen Fund

Education Heritage Foundation 

Elizabeth Doherty 

Shelley and Adam Ducker

Diana and Gerald Edie 

Sophy Emanuel 

Eve and David Farber 

Nina Fetner 

Cynthia and Jeremy Fogel 

Franco Family Fund

Mary Ann and Darryl Freedman 

Ellen Frishberg 

Fundación HispanoJudía

Robert Gladding 

Gale Family Fund

Kari and Lander Gold

Candy Goldstein and Abe Steinberg

Amanda and Campe Goodman

Brenda Gruss and Daniel Hirsch

Clifford Gundle 

Halpern-Oppenheimer Family 
Foundation

Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn 
Memorial Foundation

Reva Heller 

Ellen and Steven Hirsch 

Honeymoon Israel

Carol and Larry Hyatt 

Jack Chester Foundation

Jackie and Stephen Waldman 
Philanthropic Fund

Jan Abby Liff Family Philanthropic 
Fund



Jerry & Helen Stern 
Grandchildren’s Fund of OJCF

Jewish Community Relations 
Council of NY

Jewish Federation of Greater New 
Orleans

Jewish Federation of St. Louis

JEWISHcolorado

Kapustin Family Charitable Fund

Batia and Aron Karabel 

Karen and Fred Kastenbaum 

Keri Pearlson Family Foundation 
Fund

Kessler Family Foundation

Moj Khaghan and Robert Danial 

Kay Klass

Rachel Kobrin and Jeffrey Ward 

Beth and Jeff Kopin 

Sarena and David Koschitzky

Dale and Mark Kotler 

Marilyn and Fredrick Kraus 

Elyse Lackie

Susanne and Bruce Landau 

Laurie and Dan Goetz Family 
Philanthropic Fund

Michele Lax and Barry Garber

Robert Lazarus 

Leah Romberg Harrison Family 
Fund

Cortney Lederer and Stefan 
Teodosic

David Lerner 

Doreen and Marshall Lerner

Mark Levitt

Bryan Levy 

Libby and Moshe Werthan Donor 
Advised Fund

Julie and Jay Liberman 

Bryan Malyn 

Nicho Mann 

The Marc and Harriet Suvall 
Foundation

Mark and Allison Levine Fund

Arik Maurell 

Caroline and Robert Meer 

Joan Mehlman 

Liz Miraglia 

Liza Moskowitz and Ben Varhula 

Liz and Jeremy Naman 

Sharon Neulinger and Richard 
Kaplan 

Oreg Foundation

Paula M. Romberg Philanthropic 
Fund

Lisa and Arthur Perlen 

Ari Perten 

Lynda Pollack and Charles Richter 

Esther and Gary Polland 

Estee and Elliott Portnoy

Press Family Philanthropic Fund

Raymond Zimmerman Family 
Foundation

Sara Reisman 

Tamar Remz 

Michael Rice 

Robyn & Doug Ross Family Fund

Jen and Andrew Rosen 

Noa Rosen and Eric Levenson

The Saramar Charitable Fund

Savills

Adam Schaffer 

Robyn Schneider

Lois Schnitzer 

Schoenbrun Philanthropic Fund

Josh Schwartz 

Jennifer and Steven Schwarz 

Sheldonia Charitable Trust

Eugene Sheynis

Relli and Aviv Siegel 

Jill and Robert Smith 

Lauren and Brad Sokol 

Daniel Spiegelman 

Suzanne Steinberg 

Carole and Jay Sterling

Szekely Family Foundation

Stefanie and Sam Waldorf 

Miriam and Micha Weinblatt

Steven Wildstein 

William & Patricia Gorelick Family 
Foundation

David Yaffe 

Diane and Howard Zack

Michael Zaransky 

Zemel Family Trust

Zentralrat der Judenin 
Deutschland

Zidovská obec v Praze

Zimmermann Family Donations 
Fund

Emily and Sam Zimmern 

Ariel Zwang and Gordon Mehler 



2025



What’s Brewing in 2026:







Jewish 
community, 
wherever 
you are.



Hub Office Locations:

Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL

Encinitas, CA
New York, NY

Washington, DC

www.memglobal.org


